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Christina was childless. Then, at last, in April 1716,
a son, Leopold, was born, but he died in infancy. Lady
Mary Montagu, judging by her letters a most sensible
woman who had many children herself, speaks of the
" tragical end of an only son, born after being so long
desired, and at length killed by want of good manage-
ment : weaning him in the beginning of the winter."
The year after the infant Leopold's death, on May
13, 1717, another child was born to Charles and to
Elisabeth-Christina, and he was again near despair when
this child was a girl. They called her Maria Theresa,
after Theresa de Cepeda, the sixteenth-century saint of
Old Castile, and went on hoping for a son. In 1718,
however, another daughter, Marianne, was born, and in
1724, the birth of Maria Amalia, who lived to be only
five years old, made Charles wonder whether he would
ever have a male successor.
The thought that the Habsburg family might die out,
the dynasty come to an end, that their territories might
be divided, their power cease, was terrifying for a
Habsburg. Though Leopold I., Charles's father, had
two sons, he was haunted until his death by the fear
that they might die without male issue, and this fear
was strengthened by the fact that when Leopold was
ageing, Joseph had no son, and Charles, at the time,
was not yet married. Leopold, therefore, passed a law
according to which, should both his sons die without
male heirs, the succession was to pass on from them
to their daughters. Joseph the elder's daughters were,
of course, given precedence.
When Charles's marriage to Elisabeth-Christina had
remained childless for five years and there seemed no
hope that this situation would change, his tormenting

